Industry and Commerce

Infrastructure
Umtshezi occupies the ideal spot for any manufacturing industry. It is adjacent to the N3 national highway, and lies on the Johannesburg-Durban electrified main railway line, facilitating the transportation of goods to and from the town. Umtshezi has a highly efficient, reliable and cost effective electrical infrastructure, which supplies its large industries with all the power they need to run their plants. An abundance of water, from the Bushman's River, which flows into the nearby Wagendrift Dam, ensures that the industrialists are suitably served in terms of their water requirements. In addition, water tariffs remain extremely favourable. A vast labour resource in the area ensures that labour needs are amply met. Estcourt's industrial area is well situated in relation to the labour sources of the town. A well-maintained aerodrome services Estcourt for any executive who needs to fly in to town. The possible expansion of the industrial area has been suitably planned for and there is much land available in the Broomcliffe area to accommodate this. The recent acquisition of yet another large industry for Estcourt, the Karbotek Carbon Plant, has shown that outside industrialists have had enough faith in Umtshezi to invest in our area. 
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The larger established industries are:

· Nestle(SA)(Proprietary)Limited 

· Eskort Bacon 

· Masonite(Africa)Limited 

· SASKO 

· Narrowtex 

· Glamosa Glass 

· Clover(SA) 

· Karbotek

Property
Established residential properties are available for rental or for sale through local estate agents and serviced sites for the erection of houses are available or can be made available. Industrial land is also obtainable. 

Shopping
Estcourt central business district is a busy hub of commercial activity with many chain retail stores as well as local businesses doing a roaring trade. Council have provided ample parking for shoppers and the biggest bonus is that there are no parking metres in town! Another bonus for shoppers is the fact that the Uthukela District Council have provided a small army of guards to safeguard the business people of Umtshezi and their valuable customers. These security guards have ensured that criminals are scarce and so shoppers can browse around town safe in the knowledge that they are well protected. The Council has welcomed the arrival of the guards in town and the local police statistics reveal that crime in the CBD has dropped significantly since they were introduced. 

Situated in the Drakensview residential area is the small Hillside shopping complex, which has a supermarket and various other stores, for the convenience of those who prefer to stay out of the centre of town. It also has plenty of parking with security guards on hand, night and day. 

Chamber of Commerce and Council interaction
The town has an active Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Mayor of Umtshezi, His Worship Cllr Shelembe, is working hard with the Estcourt Chamber to promote business here. A business forum between the Estcourt Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Council has been formed with the two bodies working together for the betterment of Umtshezi. 

